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   Contact: 

   Jennifer Rosa, BCAIRC member 

   p(269)966-3377 email: jrosa@battlecreekmi.gov 

 

TEACHER/CHAPERONE 

INTERESTED IN TRAVELING TO JAPAN? 

 

• Travel with a group of students as a  

chaperone from Battle Creek. Stay for a  

10-day stay with a host family in Japan. Learn 

how a Japanese teacher lives day-to-day.   

• Host your new Japanese friend in your 

home for 10 days. Hosting completes the ex-

change  experience and lets you share your 

day-to-day life. 

• Visit Takasaki, Japan, Battle Creek's Sister 

City since 1981. This is a unique opportunity 

to visit a mid-region Japanese City off the 

tourist track. 

• Represent Battle Creek at a prestigious    

ceremony with Takasaki's Mayor. 

• Enjoy the world famous Japanese fireworks 

show at the Takasaki Summer Festival. 

• Sister City exchanges such  as  this one    

encourage broader understanding of the world 

beyond our borders.  

To travel is to learn. Stepping outside of your   

routine, your community or your culture for 

even a short time can refresh, energize and 

educate you in a way few other experiences 

offer. Teachers and administrators at all grade 

levels are welcome to apply. The High School 

exchange offers a 10-day stay in the home of a 

Japanese teacher followed by 10 days of  

hosting this same teacher in your own home-- 

this is a 20-day commitment. 

   You will chaperone a carefully selected  

delegation of four high school students, who 

participate in their own exchanges.  

Orientation sessions scheduled as a group give 

the students and chaperones the chance to 

work as a team and to prepare for their shared  

experience. During the stay in Takasaki,  

chaperones have few logistical responsibilities, 

as all touring and travel arrangements 

within Japan are handed by Takasaki City 

staff, which include fluent English speakers.   

The BCAIRC welcomes questions from any 

teacher or administrator who would like to 

know if the program is right for them. 

 

 

 

 

Application checklist 

     ___ Completed application form with  

  attached question responses 

     ___ Completed Teacher Profile with 

  attached message to host 

     ___  A recommendation letter from a  

  direct supervisor 



DECIDING TO APPLY   FREQUENTLY ASKED  

        QUESTIONS 

When does the Exchange take place and how long does it take? 

The exact dates vary each year, but typically include the last week of July and the first week of August.   This years  

travel dates have been determined.  Departure for Japan: July 28th -- Return from Japan: Aug 8th.  Hosting dates 

for Takasaki delegates will be: High School Aug 8-18th --  Middle School:  Aug 11-20th.  The schedule allows the 

delegation to attend the Takasaki Summer Festival, a day-long festival featuring ceremonies, a parade and ending 

with a fireworks display.  

How much does it cost? 

A general estimate is $500 to cover passport fees, gifts and hosting expenses. Chaperones stay with a host family. 

There are no lodging or food expenses while you are in Japan. The City of Takasaki arranges for transportation to 

and from Narita Airport (Tokyo) and various site seeing trips at no expense to the delegation. The Battle Creek  

Area International Relations Committee covers the cost of airfare.  Expenses not covered include a passport fee, 

pocket money for souvenirs and the two travel days (to and from Japan),  inexpensive gifts for the host family as 

well as optional activities you may choose to do with your host.  While hosting, you will be asked to cover the food 

and inexpensive entertainment expenses for your guest - just as yours were covered in Japan. BCAIRC volunteers 

work with the exchange participants to establish a flexible and affordable hosting schedule. There are a few re-

quired activities, including a Mayor's Dinner and the International Summerfest. For adults this may be the most 

affordable experience available. We are happy to answer any questions on this topic. 

Are there other, nonfinancial obligations? 

Prior to leaving, chaperones must attend orientation sessions that will prepare them to be good guests in a  

Japanese home and to represent our community in the best manner. While in Japan, chaperones must participate 

in all exchange activities. and to be responsible for the delegation on travel days. Travel is typically a direct flight to 

Tokyo's Narita airport from Detroit. Experience with international customs procedures is helpful but not required.    

Will my Japanese family speak English? 

Japanese is the primary language in Japan. Typically, teachers who participate in the exchange are English  

teachers. This does not necessarily mean that they have extensive experience with American English, or with 

speaking English with native speakers with Midwestern accents. We have seen a range of English ability with adult 

guests from Takasaki, with the majority being very proficient. Most days in Japan, the delegation spends time  

together with representatives from the Takasaki International Relations Department. The department includes 

Japanese staff fluent in English, as well as a native English speaker, usually a recent college graduate, who speaks 

Japanese. Group activities in Japan always include an adult 

who speaks English fluently. Battle Creek chaperones are asked 

to be available to assist with communication needs, especially 

emergencies, while in Takasaki.  

What are my responsibilities while I am traveling? 

You have responsibility for the group on travel days. Once in 

Takasaki, your primary responsibility is to assist Takasaki  

International Relations Department staff with communication 

issues and emergencies. You are responsible for helping  

students with homesickness and problem solving. You are also 

responsible for addressing any behavioral issues that may oc-

cur. The BCAIRC carefully selects students. We seek students 

with a cooperative nature, who are recommended to be good 

travel companions. As with all children, the delegation may 

need occasional reminders about minding their manners.  

Chaperones are expected to set an example by keeping an  

appreciative mind and open heart while in a foreign situation. 

What are my responsibilities while hosting? 

Just as your host covered your food and entertainment costs 

while in Japan,  you are expected to do so when hosting here at 

home. Some group activities are supported by the BCAIRC. You 

will be actively involved in planning host and group activities 

prior to your guest arriving. More information is covered in the 

interview and orientation process. 

Selection Process 

  Step One: Send complete application (see checklist 

on first page) by April 18th to: 

Jennifer Rosa 

Battle Creek Area International Relations Committee 

c/o City Manager's Office 

PO Box 1717, Battle Creek, MI 49016 

 

  Step Two: Applications are reviewed. Selected  

applicants are invited to interview with BCAIRC  

volunteers. 

  Step Three: Following interviews, a delegation is 

composed and notified by phone and by mail. 

  Step Four: Orientation meetings are scheduled with 

the entire delegation. 



TEACHER/CHAPERONE 

APPLICATION FORM 

This application is for teachers or administrators interested in traveling to Takasaki, Japan and also hosting a Japanese 

guest in their home.  Any teacher or administrator who works in Battle Creek area schools may apply, however  

preference is given to applicants living in the City.  A delegation of four students and one chaperone will be selected. 

After an application review, selected candidates will be invited for an interview before the final delegation is announced.  

Applications should be mailed to: Jennifer Rosa c/o City Manager's Office, PO Box 1717, Battle Creek, MI 49016 or  

delivered to City Hall, Suite 206. 

 

1. Print your first, middle and last name as it  appears on your passport.     ___________________________________________ 

 

Current teaching/administrative position:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Contact Information: 

Your email address:_________________________________________ Work email: ____________________________________________ 

 

Telephone (home)  __________________________ (work) ____________________________(cell) _______________________________ 

 

3.  Circle preferred program:   High School      Middle School      Either 

 

 

 

ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER BRIEFLY ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: (PLEASE TYPE) 

 

 

 

1. Write a description of yourself including such information as hobbies, interests, and work  

experience.   

 

2. What sparked your interest to apply for this exchange? Please describe any foreign travel experience 

you have had. 

 

3. What experience have you had supervising or traveling  with students outside of the classroom situ-

ation? What challenges arose and how did you overcome them? What was rewarding? 

 

4. What do you hope to learn from your homestay in Takasaki, Japan? What do you hope to learn from  

hosting a Japanese teacher? 

 

5. How do you hope this trip will impact your teaching? 

 

6. Please ask a direct supervisor (current or former) to write a letter recommending you to represent 

the City of Battle Creek  as a student chaperone for this exchange. The letter may be brief but should 

state a rationale for the recommendation and include how the supervisor knows you. This letter may 

be attached or provided in a separate envelope. 

 2016 
 Exchange Year 



TEACHER PROFILE 

 

This information will be used to match you with your host. This form will then be given to your host family. Therefore 

please write detailed responses. (Use additional sheet of paper if needed.) 

         

Circle one:               Male   Female 

 

 

First Name_______________________  Middle Name___________________ Last Name___________________________ 

 

 

Home address (street/city/zip)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Email address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Birthday:________ Age: ________Your height in centimeters_________ Your weight in kilograms ___________ 

 

Your shoe size: _______________  

Your hobbies/interests:       Reading books      Computer/video games      Watching TV        Movies      Music   

 Anime/Manga         Crafts        Clubs        Community Service         Other: ___________________ 

 Play musical instrument? _______________             Play sports: ______________________ 

Are you an advisor or coach for any after-school sports or activities? Please list:____________________________ 

 

What time do you typically wake up? ________________   Go to sleep? __________________ 

 

Describe briefly the members of your household (family, roommates), such as their age, interests, etc. 

 

Your health 

 

Allergies (Please check all that apply to you): 

 

 Food        What foods? ________________________ 

 

 Animals  Which animals? ____________      If pets stay outside, will your allergies be OK?       Yes      No 

 

 Smoke     If someone in your host family smokes but not in front of you, will your allergies be OK?     Yes     No 

  (Smoking is much more prevalent in Japan than in the U.S., and it is highly likely that someone in the 

  homestay family will smoke. If this would be a severe problem for you, please make note of this below. 

  Please keep in mind, however, that because smoking is so prevalent in Japan, it will be very difficult to 

  find a non-smoking host families.) 

 

 Other Please describe ____________________________________Additional comments about allergies_________________ 

 

Are you under a doctor's care (which would impact you while in Japan?)        Yes     No 

 

If yes, explain: _________________________________________________ 



TEACHER PROFILE 

 

This information will be used to match you with your host. This form will then be given to your host family. Therefore 

please write detailed responses. (Use additional sheet of paper if needed.) 

Food likes/dislikes (Host families have asked us to provide specifics regarding food tastes.). 

 

 

Are you particular about what foods you eat?     Yes             Somewhat            No 

 

 

What non-dessert foods do you dislike and prefer not to eat?           Beef          Chicken         Pork         Vegetables 

  Cooked fish             Raw fish           Egg                 Dairy products           Beans               Shellfish 

 

 

 Specific foods: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Any foods you absolutely will not eat? Specific foods: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What non-dessert foods do you like?            Beef          Chicken         Pork         Vegetables 

  Cooked fish             Raw fish           Egg                 Dairy products           Beans               Shellfish 

 

 

Do you normally eat breakfast?       Yes       No 

 

 

To what extent do you agree with the following statements (circle one): 

 

I look forward to experiencing an entirely authentic Japanese breakfast.         Strongly Agree     Agree    Somewhat Agree 

 

I would be comforted to have some familiar American foods along with Japanese at breakfast .         

Strongly Agree  Agree  Somewhat Agree 

 

If strongly agree, specify American breakfast foods:   __________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other: 

 

Have you studied Japanese?      Yes      No    If yes, for how long? 

 

 

What interests you about Japanese culture? (Circle all that apply) 

 Language  People  History  Religion     Arts/Crafts Karaoke 

 Martial Arts  Architecture Anime/Manga Fashion     Food  Other_______ 

 

Please elaborate on your interests in the space below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On another piece of paper, please type a short message to your host teacher.  



TEACHER PROFILE 

 

This information will be used to match you with your host. This form will then be given to your host family. Therefore 

please write detailed responses. 

PLEASE ATTACHED A RECENT PHOTO OF YOURSELF AND A PHOTO WITH FAMILY/FRIENDS. These photos will be  

given to your host family. Important note: Please write the name(s) of people pictured, in order left to right, on the back 

of both photos AND on this page. 

Photo description (Left): 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo description (Below): 

One recent photo of yourself 

One photo with your family, friends, pets, etc. 


